As appeared in the May 2002 Palm Springs Press:

“Financial Success for Valley High School Girls”

 
On Saturday, April 27, one hundred valley wide high school girls were guests at a “Financial Empowerment for Young Women” seminar, hosted by the Women Leaders Forum of the Coachella Valley, and chaired by educator, Dr. Marcile Wright.  Guest speaker was internationally acclaimed author, motivational speaker, corporate trainer and financier, Bernhard Dohrmann.
 
Dohrmann challenged the girls to take steps to become “way leaders” for other girls in setting examples in expansive financial thinking.  One of the recommendations was to go to Kinko’s and to have a personal business card printed with yourself as “president” of “your name consulting” company.   He cajoled them to actually use them and see how it changes their attitude about themselves and how others then see them.  During a question and answer period, he gave them tools on how to prepare for a job interview, how to dress, and how to present oneself to a prospective employer. 

 
The girls participated in small working groups where they formed a sample business, elected the corporate officers, and did a capitalization plan.  They also became adept in speaking to each other about their ideas, how to build on these ideas, and implement them with others.  Twenty members of Women Leaders Forum participated as mentors during the lunch working session.

 
For participation in the workshop, the girls were given membership cards as Future Women Leaders of the Coachella Valley, and a booklet entitled, “Rich Mom, Poor Mom”, which is designed to give the girls an overview of financial resources, how to manage money, and where to look for additional information.  The booklet was a cooperative effort of Women Leaders Forum, Desert Sands School District, and College of the Desert School–to-Career Program. 

 
Participation included girls from Indio High School, La Quinta High School, Palm Desert High School, Amisted, Cathedral City High School, and Palm Springs High School.  Future events are planned to continue this collaboration and empowerment of young women.  The event was underwritten and sponsored by the Women Leaders Forum of the Coachella Valley, Desert Sands School District, Joan Busick, CPA, members of WLF, Pacific Western Bank, Valley Independent Bank, Bernhard Dorhmann, and Indian Wells Resort Hotel.

